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Who We Are 

The College of Lake County is a comprehensive two-year public community college that delivers 

high quality, accessible learning opportunities to advance student success and strengthen the 

diverse communities we serve. 

The College of Lake County provides students with a life-changing path from dreams to bright 

futures. At CLC, students find wide-ranging academic options, tuition value convenient 

locations and small classes taught by caring faculty. 

Our success in changing lives is proven by the success of our graduates. Some have gone to top 

universities like Northwestern, the University of Illinois, and even Harvard. CLC gave them their 

educational start on the path to becoming nurses, lawyers, teachers, professors, scientists, and 

engineers. 

The College of Lake County first opened for classes on September 25, 1969. The college is 

accredited by the Higher Leaning Commission. 

Center for International Education 

Our office’s mission is to facilitate global engagement and advance international education 

among CLC students, faculty and staff through the support of international educational 

exchange, programs and services. 

The American Community College Concept 

Starting here is a great way to begin your college education. College of Lake County (CLC) has 

the community college advantage. Public community colleges are the best financial value in the 

American education system, because tuition is less than half that of a public university. 

Community colleges offer courses that are equivalent to the first two years at a university, but 

at a far lower cost.  

After two years of full-time study, community college students earn what is called an associate 

degree. CLC offers more than 50 associate transfer degree programs and several types of 

associate degrees that will be accepted for transfer to a university. These include Associate in 

Arts (A.A.) and Associate in Science (A.S.) degrees. Students earning associate degrees take 

required general education courses as well as courses from a chosen major. With planning, 

courses taken at CLC will transfer to a university, and after two more years of study, the student 

earns a bachelor’s degree from the university. This is often called the “2 + 2” approach to 
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earning a four-year degree– two years at community college and two years at a university, and 

is a very economical way to earn a bachelor’s degree.  

U.S. community colleges are called the “Gateway to Higher Education in the United States” for 

international students. The “2+2” system in the United States refers to an efficient system of 

“articulation” between a two-year college and a four-year college or university. Articulation is 

the process by which one institution matches its courses or requirements to course work 

completed at another institution. 

Location 

Where is College of Lake County? 

Our largest campus is located in Grayslake, population 20,300. The college is an hour away from 

the cities of Chicago, Illinois and Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It takes just 60-75 minutes to travel to 

Chicago on Metra’s Milwaukee District North line. 

City of Chicago 

Chicago is the third largest city in the United States with 2.8 million residents, located on the 

beautiful shores of Lake Michigan in the friendly upper Midwest and home to: 

• Championship professional sports teams such as the Chicago Bulls, White Sox and

Blackhawks.

• World-class performing arts groups such as the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the

Joffrey Ballet and The Second City comedy troupe.

• Several famous museums including, the Art Institute of Chicago, the Field Museum of

Natural History, the Museum of Science and Industry and the Shedd Aquarium.

• Culturally diverse neighborhoods such as Chinatown, Ukranian Village, Greektown, Little

Italy plus cultural events and music festivals that promote cross-cultural understanding.

• O’Hare International Airport.

Lake County 

 Lake County, population 713,000, is located in northeastern Illinois, with Lake Michigan

(one of the five Great Lakes) to the east, the state of Wisconsin to the north and the city

of Chicago to the south.

 There are 56 Lake County Forest Preserves that offer a variety of recreational

opportunities, including walking and biking trails, canoeing, boating and more.
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Climate/Weather 

The Midwest of the United States offers four seasons to experience! As a country in the 

northern hemisphere, we have spring from March to June, summer from June to September, 

fall (autumn) from September to November, and winter from December to March. 

The College of Lake County’s location offers the best ways to enjoy every season with outdoor 

and indoor activities. From skiing to amusement parks to forest preserves and lakes, students 

make the most of their experience in the Midwest.  

Transfer Degrees 

We believe college should be challenging, supportive and affordable. That’s why CLC offers a 

quality education in a more personal environment for less money. Students complete their first 

two years at College of Lake County and spend less money earning credits that transfer to their 

dream four-year university. (Depending on whether they choose a public or private transfer 

school, they could save as much as $50,000 on their degree.)  

Transfer programs lead to an Associate in Arts (A.A.), an Associate in Science (A.S.), an Associate 

in Engineering Science (A.E.S.), an Associate in Fine Arts (A.F.A.) or an Associate in Arts in 

Teaching (A.A.T.) degree. 

Fields of Interest

Arts, Entertainment and Hospitality
Art
Dance
Digital Media and Design
Hospitality and Culinary Management
Music
Theatre

Business and Information Technology
Accounting
Administrative Management and Technology
Business Administration
Computer Information Technology
Economics
Supply Chain Management

Communication and Humanities
Communication
English
Humanities
International Studies
Latin-American Studies
Philosophy
Technical Communication
World Languages: French and Spanish

Education and Social Sciences
Anthropology
Education - Early Childhood
Education - Elementary
Education - Secondary
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Engineering and Computer Science
HVAC Engineering Technology
Laser/Photonics/Optics
Machine Tool Trades
Mechanical Engineering Technology
Welding

Science and Math
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Earth Science
Geography
Mathematics
Physics

Sustainability and Horticulture
Horticulture
Sustainability Programs

Wellness and Health Sciences
Kinesiology
Pre-Dentistry
Pre-Medicine
Pre-Occupational Therapy
Pre-Pharmacy
Pre-Physical Therapy
Pre-Veterinary Medicine

Education and Social Sciences Cont.
Education - Special Education
Gender and Sexuality Studies
History
Human Services
Political Science
Psychology
Social Work
Sociology
Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL)

Legal Studies and Public Safety
Criminal Justice
Emergency Medical Technology
Fire Science Technology

Manufacturing, Engineering and Advanced 
Technologies
Automation, Robotics and Mechatronics
Automotive Collision Repair
Automotive Technology
CAD-Drafting Technology
Computer Science
CNC Programming
Electrical Engineering Technology
Electrician Apprenticeship
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English Language Instruction (ELI) Program 

The Academic ESL program at the College of Lake County is also known as the English Language 

Instruction (ELI) program. ELI is an English language program that is designed for ESL students 

who want to learn English as quickly as possible in order to satisfy College Reading and Writing 

Readiness requirements for college classes, transfer to universities, or to practice a profession 

in the U.S. This program serves international students, au pairs, US high school graduates and 

any other English learner who has academic or professional goals. 

Students taking ELI courses have access to an ELI tutor and a state-of-the-art language lab 

which has 34 stations, a full-time lab assistant, and language software for practice with all 

language skills and is open 35+ hours a week for individual use. 

Which ELI class should I take? 

This will depend on your placement test score and your academic goals. New students should 

take the ACCUPLACER ELI test for placement.  

A CLC advisor will guide each student through what ELI classes to register for. All CLC ELI 

students will also attend an ELI Ceremony at the end of their study and receive an achievement 

certificate. 

You can earn an Associate’s degree at CLC in two years. Cover the latest technical discipline-
specific information with full-time instructors solely focused on teaching. Meanwhile you’ll 
gain important skills like critical thinking and communication that are helpful in any career. 
Best of all, work-based experience (you already have or new on-the-job training?) is an option 
in almost all programs.

In a year or less, you could earn a career certificate. These programs give you the foundation 
for entering a specific field and usually focus on a skill-set specialty. So you can carve a niche 
and make an impression. Plus, you can apply whatever certificate credits you earn toward a 
degree. Through articulation agreements, credits from career programs can often transfer to 
bachelor's degree programs at specific universities
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Do I receive college credit for these ELI classes? 

Yes, you do receive college credits for these courses, but the credits for ELI 100-ELI 109 do not 

count towards a certificate or degree and cannot be transferred. However, ELI 125 is college 

level credit and may be transferred to another school and counted toward graduation. 

Testing Center 

The college’s three full-service Testing Centers (one at each campus) offer a variety of testing 

services to meet different academic and community needs. Some tests are offered at all three 

CLC campuses; others are only offered at specific sites.  

Upon arrival and after an appointment with the international student advisor, international 

students who did not submit TOEFL, IELTS, ACT, or SAT scores are directed to the testing center 

for placement in their classes. 

International students often take the ACCUPLACER test at the Testing Center for placement in 

their English classes. Depending on their score, they are placed in one of the ELI classes, or pass 

their College Reading and Writing readiness for college classes. 

If necessary, international students can also take a math placement test for placing into their 

desired level math/science class. 

Counseling, Advising & Transfer Services 

Our Counseling and Advising Center has trained staff to help students plan their future and 

cope with current opportunities and challenges affecting their academic success. 

 Academic Advising—help in selecting the right courses and academic program to meet

the student’s goals. This is a service all students should use. Learn when to see an

advisor, counselor or faculty member for academic advisement.

 Career Counseling—help in exploring career options, occupational projections and

earnings, and the academic preparation needed.

 Transfer Planning—help in selecting a major, deciding on a transfer institution, and

planning what courses to take to ensure a smooth transfer.

 Educational Development—help in developing strategies for academic success through

individual workshops, conferences and classes that will teach you study skills, time

management, and test taking techniques.

 Personal Development and Counseling—help in dealing with personal life issues

affecting academic success.
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 Assessment—testing to help students understand their learning style, career interests,

and more.

 Crisis intervention and referrals—Faculty, staff and friends of students are encouraged

to refer or walk students who might be in crisis to the Counseling Center. Counselors

will listen and help refer students for additional counseling or therapy, if needed.

Transfer Assistance 

Academic advisors at CLC help students select courses that will transfer to a four-year college or 

university in Illinois or another part of the United States.  

A formal agreement called the Illinois Articulation Initiative helps ensure the smooth transfer of 

CLC credits to nearly 100 colleges and universities in Illinois, including nearby universities such 

as University of Illinois at Chicago, DePaul University, Lake Forest College and Northern Illinois 

University. Students may also transfer to a four-year college or university outside Illinois. 

Students should plan the courses they take at CLC to meet the specific requirements of the 

four-year college or university where they wish to transfer. 

For students who wish to remain in Lake County, an increasingly popular transfer option is the 

University Center of Lake County, a consortium of 19 public and private colleges and 

universities with facilities on CLC’s Grayslake and Lakeshore campuses. The University Center of 

Lake County (www.ucenter.org) offers more than 80 bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees 

in such fields as business, computer science/information systems, education, engineering, 

health care, human services and the liberal arts and sciences. 

Library 

Students can access a variety of library information and services online. They can search the 

library catalog for books and periodicals, music and movies; do research using databases 

containing articles, eBooks, videos and other media and access scholarly citation guides; and 

also renew books, reserve a study room, and borrow books from other libraries. 

For more information, visit library.clcillinois.edu 

Computer Labs 

There are computer labs all over the three campuses. Students can freely log in to a computer 

whenever they need it using their student username and password. There are two computer 

labs in the library wing of the college, conveniently located close to the circulation desk, testing 

https://researchguides.clcillinois.edu/libraryhome
www.ucenter.org
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center, study areas, tutoring center, and library. At these computer labs, students have easy 

access to do all their coursework. 

In addition, every semester students get $25 worth of free printing at the college’s printers. 

Students can directly send a work to print from a computer, then log in to the printer service, 

and print up to 500 pages per semester. They can also finish a work from home, and use 

WebPrint to send it directly to the college’s printers, and print their work when they’re back on 

campus. There are also AUTOCAD computers, and other special desktops for students enrolled 

in courses that need extra features on their computer. 

Tutoring 

Students can sharpen their academic skills at CLC tutoring centers! CLC offers comprehensive 

tutoring to help students achieve academic success. Tutoring can improve academic 

performance, build confidence and enhance learning. Over 2,500 students utilize tutoring 

services each semester. The centers serve all enrolled students, including those in GED and 

Adult Education ESL programs. 

CLC offers tutoring in core subject areas including: 

 Accounting

 Biology

 Chemistry

 Computer Skills

 Languages

 Mathematics

 Physics

 Writing

We actively support writing across the curriculum. That means that help is available not only for 

all levels of English courses, but also in relation to any course that has a writing component, 

including communications, humanities, political science, psychology, and sociology. 

How Much Does Tutoring Cost? 

Part of the student comprehensive fee supports tutoring at CLC. There are no additional 

charges. Beyond the fee, it costs nothing to get quality tutoring as much as possible. 

How to Make Use of the Tutoring Centers 

It's easy to get tutoring help at CLC: Simply drop in to a tutoring center! Students don't need to 

make an appointment for tutoring in math, science, or accounting. We help on a first come, 

first served basis. We strongly encourage students to make an appointment for tutoring in 
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writing and computer skills, but drop-ins are also welcome. Contact your preferred tutoring 

center to arrange a time. 

No matter where students take classes, the welcome mat is out at all of our tutoring centers. 

Students can visit the center most convenient to them in terms of location, hours of operation, 

or tutor availability. 

Students are also welcome to use CLC tutoring centers for independent and small group study. 

Laptops or desktop computers are available for conducting research, completing course work 

on line, and preparing assignments. If students are working on a writing project, resources 

include dictionaries, guides, and popular reference works. 

Campus Life 

At CLC, students will have many options to get involved, including clubs, sports, academic 

teams, performing arts and community service. 

 Join: Social, cultural and volunteer clubs and organizations! Work on an environmental

clean-up project. Be an on-air voice for Lancer Radio. Test your ingenuity in an

Engineering Club contest. You’ll find many ways to explore your interests, have fun and

make friends on campus in our 40-plus student clubs and organizations.

 Perform: Theatre, dance and music! Love to sing, dance, act or play an instrument?

You’ll find many performance opportunities at CLC. Play in one of five instrumental

groups or sing in our choirs. Explore your range as a dancer in our Prairie Spirits Dance

Troupe. Do it all in our professional quality performing arts building.

 Compete: Athletics/cheer squad! Love the thrill of athletic competition? Become a CLC

Lancer. CLC has 12 athletic teams that have won many titles at the conference, regional

and national levels.

 Challenge: Fitness Center! Stay or get in shape in our free-to-students Fitness Center,

gym, and tennis courts.

 Discover: Explore! Do volunteer work in the area, travel the country, get internships,

learn inside and outside the classroom, speak in panel presentations, become a leader,

be an active member of the CLC international community!

Clubs and Organizations on Campus 

 African Heritage Club

 Architecture Club

 Asian Student Alliance

 Associate Degree Student Nurses
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• Black Student Union

• Business Club

• Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU)

• Catholic Club

• Cheer Club

• Chess Club

• Chemistry Club

• Chronicle

• CLC Ceramic Arts Club

• Computer Club

• Dance Club

• Disabled Student Alliance

• Engineering Club

• Environmental Club

• F-1 Club
• Fandom Club

• First Generation Club

• Hillel

• Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship

• International Club

• Intertribal Original Nation of CLC

• Lakeshore Student Campus
Association

• Latino Alliance

• Literary Arts Society

• Live Action Role Play Club (LARP)

• Math Club

• Men of Vision

• Muslim Student Association

• Phi Theta Kappa

• PRIDE Alliance

• Psychology Club

• Real Men Talk

• Reclaiming Eve

• Sister 2 Sister

• Social Action Club

• Student American Dental Hygienists

Association (SADHA)

• Student Government Association

• Student United Way/Volunteer Club

• Student Veterans of CLC

• Wellness Club

• Theatre Club

Our Services 

College of Lake County offers international students many advantages: 

• An award-winning Intensive English Language Program to help students learn necessary

English language skills to enter and succeed in college-level classes. Our Intensive English

Language Program is accredited by the American Association of Intensive English

Programs (AAIEP - www.aaiep.org).

• A special international orientation, specialized workshops, and a peer mentor program.

• Four full-time staff members dedicated to recruiting and serving international students.

• Over 50 associate degree transfer areas.

• A diverse population of 13,000 students, but with small class sizes (average class size: 21

students).

• Many social and cultural activities offered by the International Student Club,

Multicultural Student Center and other student clubs.
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• Free wireless internet throughout campus.

• Tennis courts, a gym and fitness center, intercollegiate athletic teams and a scenic 4-

kilometer fitness trail around lakes and natural prairies.

• Housing referrals to residential hotels and apartments.

• Shuttle service to campus from a residential hotel.

SEVIS / VISA Information 

 GET A FORM I-20

Upon receiving acceptance from CLC and providing evidence of financial support, as well 

as any other supporting documents, CLC’s Designated School Official will send you 

a Form I-20, “Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Status.” 

 PAY THE I-901 STUDENT AND EXCHANGE VISITOR INFORMATION SYSTEM (SEVIS) FEE

All international students must pay the I-901 SEVIS Fee if their I-20 is marked for “initial” 

attendance (see #3 on I-20 form). 

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO PAY SEVIS FEE 

If your country of citizenship or country of birth is Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria or The 

Gambia, you must pay the SEVIS by money order, Western Union Quick Pay or certified check 

drawn from a U.S. bank. All other prospective F students also have the option to make a credit 

card payment. 

Third party payments are acceptable - meaning someone else can pay your I-901 SEVIS fee 

using the same methods of payment. For students who cannot pay the fee by credit card, third 

party payers are also restricted from paying the fee by credit card. 

TO PAY BY MAIL 

o Obtain a Form I-901 "Fee Remittance for Certain F, J, and M Nonimmigrants", download

the Form I-901 at www.FMJfee.com OR ask for the form by phone at 1-800-870-3676

(inside the U.S.)

o Complete the Form I-901. Be sure to write your name exactly how it appears on your I-

20 form.

o Prepare a check, international money order or foreign draft (* drawn on U.S. banks only)

in the amount of $200 USD, made payable to "The Department of Homeland Security,

Immigration and Customs Enforcement."

www.fmjfee.com
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*Many foreign banks are able to issue checks or money orders drawn on a U.S. bank. You

may therefore obtain a check from a bank chartered or operated in the United States, a

foreign subsidiary of a U.S. bank, or foreign bank that has an arrangement with a U.S.

bank to issue a check, money order, or foreign draft that is drawn on a U.S. bank.

o Mail the completed I-901 and payment to the address listed on Form I-901.

o You may print the payment confirmation from www.FMJfee.com. The printed

confirmation will serve as proof of payment for the I-901 SEVIS fee.

TO PAY ONLINE 

o Find the Form I-901 at www.FMJfee.com.

o Complete the form online and supply the necessary Visa, MasterCard or American

Express information. Be sure to write your name exactly how it appears on your I-20

form.

o Print a copy of the online receipt.

o Be sure to make copies of your receipt, and keep it with your other important

immigration documents.

o You must bring the receipt of fee payment with you to the interview. If you have lost the

receipt, the Visa Officer should be able to view your payment history in the database.

o If you are transferring schools, extending your program, applying for an F-2 dependent

visa, or have paid this fee and been denied a visa within the last 12 months, you do not

need to pay the $200 SEVIS fee.

TO PAY BY WESTERN UNION QUICK PAY 

o See instructions at http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/wu_instr.htm.

APPLY FOR A VISA 

Students can apply for the F-1 visa to travel to the United States at their country’s 

designated U.S. embassy or consulate. International students should make sure to bring all 

required documents with them. 

STEPS TO PREPARE FOR AN F-1 VISA INTERVIEW (FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS) 

1. Contact your local U.S. Consulate or Embassy to ask about how to get an F-1
international student visa.

www.fmjfee.com
www.fmjfee.com
https://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/wu-instructions


I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H a n d b o o k15 |  

2. After you receive an I-20 form from the school that you want to attend, follow the U.S.
Embassy/Consulate's instructions to schedule an interview for your F-1 student visa.

3. It is important to apply for your student visa as far in advance as possible. Many
consulates recommend that appointments be made no more than 120 days from the
intended date of travel, but some can make earlier arrangements for interviews.

4. Complete the Nonimmigrant Visa application DS 160 form and pay the application fee
by following instructions on your local U.S. embassy or consulate's website.

5. Prepare and bring to your visa interview the following:
1) A passport valid for at least six months

2) Form I-20 (sign the form under Item 11)

3) School admission letter

4) Completed visa applications (DS160)

5) Two 2"x 2" photographs in the prescribed format. See

the www.travel.state.gov website.

6) A receipt for the visa application fee

7) A receipt for the SEVIS fee. If you have not received an official receipt in the mail

showing payment and you paid the fee electronically, the consulate will accept

the temporary receipt you printed from your computer. If you do not have a

receipt, the consulate may be able to see your payment electronically if your fee

payment was processed at least 3 business days before your interview.

8) Financial evidence that shows you have sufficient funds to cover your tuition and

living expenses during the period you intend to study.

9) Any information that proves that you will return to your home country after

finishing your studies in the U.S. This may include proof of property, family, or

other ties to your community.

Make sure to check out “10 Points to Remember When Applying for a Nonimmigrant Visa” for 

more tips for your interview at http://www.clcillinois.edu/gateway/international/visa-

interview. 

Airport Pickups 

College of Lake County provides a schedule of free airport pick-up days to all international 

students who are applying for housing assistance. This service is free and a staff member of the 

https://www.clcillinois.edu/gateway/international/visa-interview
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college will meet you at the airport in the baggage claim area and take you directly to your 

housing arrangements near the college. 

International Peer Mentor Program 

Those in the International Peer Mentor Program serve as a guide, role model, and ally to 

incoming international students. This is all in an effort to assimilate international students into 

American culture and the collegiate atmosphere. Peer mentors are there to provide a first-hand 

support system that commits to the mutual growth of the mentee and mentor. Throughout this 

program, mentors and resources alike are here to ensure their acclamation both academically 

and socially. 

Regardless of the circumstances that may arise throughout the course of any semester, the 

Mentors, in addition to the advisors, play a vital role in the overall success and future 

endeavors of each international student. 

Even before arrival, international students are paired with a peer mentor for their first 

semester. International peer mentors usually have three to five mentees. They contact their 

mentees on a weekly basis, advise them on their new life in the United States, and plan 

activities and events on campus, around Lake County, and even downtown Chicago. 

The peer mentors and their mentees soon become good friends. New international students 

find guidance and support in the other mentors and mentees as well. International students 

become a global family on campus, supporting each other, being members of international 

club, networking, and making friends for life. 

New International Student Orientation 

All new international students are required to attend this two-day orientation. This orientation 

will guide you to a successful academic career and experience at College of Lake County. You 

will learn about the different departments and services at the college, living in your community, 

your academic program, culture in the United States, a tour of the college, and you will meet 

many staff, faculty and students who are here to help you! The second day of orientation is a 

social day of shopping and an activity. 

Housing Assistance 



I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H a n d b o o k17 |  

College of Lake County offers international students housing assistance. We offer assistance in 

locating apartments along bus routes to the campus as well as Extended Stay hotels, furnished 

townhomes, and American Homestay Service. There are many choices with different price 

ranges, and students can live independently or with roommates. 

For more information, visit our webpage about housing: 

http://www.clcillinois.edu/gateway/international/housing-assistance. 

Transportation

Public Bus 

The bus is an excellent way to get around Lake County. The bus takes cash and prefers if you 

have the exact change. You can also pay with a Ventra Card. Each ride one-way is $1.75. We 

also happen to have a PACE bus stop located directly on our campus. 

Train 

Metra train is primarily used to get into Chicago. The train directly takes you into the downtown 

Chicago area where you can then walk to major sights and stores. At most train stations, there 

is a window and a train ticket sales area where you can pre-buy your ticket. This is cheaper than 

purchasing your ticket on board. There are Metra train stations all around Lake County. There is 

a special reduced cost for a weekend pass for Saturday and Sunday. There are also train lines 

downtown Chicago to get around the city. 

Taxi 

Uber/Lyft is also a modern medium of transportation in the Grayslake and Chicago area. It is a

cheaper taxi service used all around the world. All a student needs to do is download the Uber 

app on his/her phone, link it to a credit/debit card, and request an Uber/Lyft from the app when

he/she needs one. 

International Student Health Insurance Requirement 

Medical treatment in the United States is very expensive which makes quality insurance 

coverage essential. Enrollment in the College of Lake County’s international student health 

insurance plan is mandatory. There are several reasons why CLC requires it, all meant to protect 

students against big medical bills: 

 In the U.S. each individual is responsible for his or her own medical costs.

 Medical costs in the U.S. are very high. For example, a visit to the Emergency Room

could cost you $1,000 or more. A simple x-ray costs around $2,800, an

http://dept.clcillinois.edu/cie/Currentstudents/HousingGuide.pdf
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appendectomy costs more than $20,000, and a hospital stay could cost you as much 

as $30,000. 

The College of Lake County is pleased to offer students affordable injury and sickness insurance 

coverage through partnership with LewerMark Student Medical Insurance. Coverage with the 

CLC group health insurance plan is REQUIRED for all incoming international students. This is a 

very cost-effective plan for the type of services provided. This plan provides coverage for 

preventative care services, sickness and medical emergencies, mental health care, medical 

evacuation, and repatriation. 

The individual’s student account will be automatically billed for the insurance premium. An 

average insurance payment of $600/semester will need to be paid in full prior to registration.

Scholarships 

When looking for ways to assist yourself, your sponsor, and/or your parents in financing your 

education look here: 

1. New F-1 Visa International Student Scholarship
http://dept.clcillinois.edu/cie/students/NewF-1ScholarshipApplicationForm.pdf

2. CLC offers 11 possible scholarships for current F-1 status international students:

• Alicia Hernandez

• Antonia Salazar and Save a Pet Scholarship

• Elizabeth Meyer Memorial Scholarship

• Fund of Excellence

• IAAP (Illinois Association of Administrative Professionals)

• Infantino-Percak Family Memorial

• Jim Reinemann Memorial Scholarship

• Peter Meyer Memorial Art Scholarship

• Richard E. and Nedra K. Soller Forensics Scholarship

• Susan Smith International Student Scholarship

• Thomas Student Empowerment Scholarship

3. Go to http://www.clcillinois.edu/scholarships. Scroll down and click on the link

“View CLC’S Scholarship Opportunities and sign-in to complete your application.” for more

information about each of these scholarships.

2. http://www.fundingusstudy.org/

3. https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

4. http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships 

http://dept.clcillinois.edu/cie/students/NewF-1ScholarshipApplicationForm.pdf
http://dept.clcillinois.edu/cie/Currentstudents/Scholarships.pdf
http://www.fastweb.com/college-scholarships
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On and Off Campus Employment Authorization 

On Campus Employment 

Students are eligible to apply and work on campus as soon as they are enrolled in classes. They 

may work up to 20 hours per week while classes are in session and more hours during holiday 

and summer breaks. International students may apply for Community Student Employment 

(CSE) and Institutional Student Employment (ISE) jobs only. 

A Social Security number (SSN) is required to work. International students may apply for a SSN 

only if they have been offered a job on campus or have applied for CPT/OPT through the 

international office. 

Student Employment Eligibility Criteria: 

1. The student must meet the skills and requirements of the position.

2. A student must be pursuing an aid-eligible program of study, which include most

associate degrees and most certificates over 16 hours.

3. Students who do not have an accumulated GPA will be accepted for employment.

Once they accrue a GPA, it must be maintained at 2.0 or above for student

employment eligibility.

4. The student must complete the interview process to be hired.

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) 

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) is temporary, off-campus, work authorization that allows F-1 

students to gain practical experience that is an “integral part of an established curriculum” 

through practicums, internships or institutionally-sponsored cooperative education (COOP) that 

take place off-campus. CPT may be used part-time at CLC, or full-time during the regular breaks. 

To be eligible for CPT, an international student must: 

• Maintain your F-1 status for at least one academic year before starting CPT.

• Apply for only 1 semester of CPT at a time.

• Register for the Cooperative Education Course(s) for credit.

• Work less than 20 hours per week during the academic school year. Employment

may be full-time during your annual vacation.

• Employment must be related to your degree program.

• Not be enrolled in ESL/ELI classes.
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Optional Practical Training (OPT) 

Optional Practical Training (OPT) is temporary, one-year, off-campus, employment 

authorization that gives F-1 students an opportunity to apply knowledge gained in the 

classroom to a practical work experience off campus prior to or after completion of studies. 

Students must have been in F-1 status for at least 1 academic year. If they are enrolled in the 

ELI program, they are not eligible for practical training. 

Application Process 

To apply for admission at the College of Lake County, simply send the following materials to 

international@clcillinois.edu:  

• International Student Application

• Proof of high school/secondary school completion

• Proof of financials/official bank letter

• Affidavit of Support

• Copy of passport showing legal name

• Application forms and checklist: https://www.clcillinois.edu/gateway/international

When to apply 

Our semesters are 16 weeks long. Classes begin in late August and mid-January. Application 

deadlines are July 1 for fall semester and November 1 for spring semester. New students may 

begin their studies during fall or spring semester (August or January). 

Cost of Attending 

CLC’s total cost of tuition, textbooks, fees, supplies, medical insurance and living expenses is 

about $22,216 per academic year – less than half the cost of a university.

Estimated annual expenses for the 2019/2020 academic year (cost shown in US dollars):

• $10,740 - Tuition and college fees (two semesters, total 24 credits, full academic
year)

• $8,680 - Living expenses

• $1,596 - Textbooks and supplies

• $1,200 - Medical insurance (mandatory)

• $22,216 - Total annual cost for CLC

Apply Now! 

 College of Lake County Application Packet 

https://www.clcillinois.edu/gateway/international
international@clcillinois.edu
https://www.clcillinois.edu/gateway/international
mailto:international@clcillinois.edu
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Contact Information 

Center for International Education 

Email: international@clcillinois.edu 

Telephone: +1 847-543-2399

international@clcillinois.edu



