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This may fall into the “Building Appearance and Finishes are Outdated (Interior & Exterior)” 
category.  I agree that new classroom is definitely needed.  However, I also feel that new office 
space needs to be created for the Adult Education department.  With 25+ staff members, serving 
150+ faculty members, we are in need of a bigger space to work in.  We are in the last standing 
original building here at CLC.  Since our program is constantly growing, we are always in need 
of new classrooms to provide classes for our students.  That ties into the comments that you have 
already been receiving. Having worked in this department for 6yrs, I think it’s about time we are 
brought closer to the CLC community and provided for just like all the other departments. 

I believe that classroom space should be priority #1.  We are renting space from the Tech 
Campus and the University Center because we don’t have sufficient space.  We cannot continue 
to grow without more classroom capacity.  

One priority in whatever new spaces are being imagined, planned, or constructed, is NOISE!!!  
Currently there are classroom in the Technology building and in the “D” wing which are 
impossible to teach in because of the HVAC noises.  This ambient noise pollution is keeping us 
from utilizing these spaces which cost a lot to construct.  We need to develop a standard for 
ambient noise which would be incorporated into any architectural planning.  Please, visit these 
spaces and conduct a noise survey.   

Classrooms, Classrooms, Classrooms. We need more places for students/groups to meet, 
especially since enrollment has been growing. Student services has just had new renovation, but 
the classrooms in courts are small.  

I was quite disappointed that Building 4 of the college campus was not mentioned.  Not only is 
the building 25 years past its use date, it is far too small for the classes and staff that are located 
there.  The Adult Ed must function out of 3 separate locations at Grayslake making service and 
supervision difficult.  Lakeshore needs to address the maintenance of sidewalks between 
buildings and parking facility.  The work may be the responsibility of the city but it is our 
students and teachers who must navigate the ice and snow. 

I agree that classroom space should be higher on the list for Grayslake. As someone who also 
teaches regularly at Lakeshore, I think the classroom and computer lab space should be at the top 
of the list there.  Faculty offices and food service should also be higher up.  Having a better 
image should not be at the top of the list.  If we deal more effectively with providing the kinds of 
classrooms, labs, and other services at Lakeshore that are offered to students at Grayslake, the 
image of the campus will improve. 

1. CLASSROOM SPACE SHOULD BE #1!!! My department cannot add more sections to 
meet the demand because of space limitations.  

2. Faculty office space is needed. 
3. The Math and Writing Centers have inadequate space. 
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4. There are too many spaces designated for non-educational personnel and programs. Grant 

programs and AQIP recommendations have lead to decreasing classroom space to 
accommodate these new initiatives.  
 

 

New classroom space should indeed have a higher priority. Along with that, another top priority 
(yet generally inexpensive compared to everything else), is addressing the lighting situation in 
the current classrooms.  

• In some classrooms the lighting situation actually hinders the student’s view of  the board. 
• In other classrooms, the lighting situation prevents instructors from using the “Smart Room” 

features of the classroom effectively (or at all). We are pretty fortunate to have many smart 
rooms on campus, but in the older classrooms the projected images cannot be seen under 
ordinary lighting conditions.  When a projected image is being used, students are left to take 
notes in the dark. 
 

 

I believe that classroom space should be a higher priority than it is. 

I believe that recommendations for the student space (and other recommendations) should be 
based on standards – I’m sure they’re available for # sq ft/student.  I’m sure you heard that when 
space issues were tackled a few years ago there was a lot of conflict – and I think people were 
just “space grabbing” or “putting dibs” on space without much thought to needs vs. wants. 

 

I think that it should be noted that Financial Aid expanded (it needed to), the Multicultural Office 
was established (taking out classroom space) and the Community Education Office was 
established (taking out classroom space) – all in the last few years.  So B wing has lost quite a bit 
of class/lab space recently. 

 
Would it be feasible (in the long run) to consider taking out the current lecture halls by the Main 
Lobby and relocating Student Activities and the Multicultural Office there? Of course, I know it 
would be expensive to replace the lecture halls in another location – we still need them.  Just an 
idea. 

 
My only constructive comment is that, while Grayslake has a fitness center, Southlake and 
Lakeshore do not - An overwhelming majority of college campuses in the United States have an 
on-site fitness center, and based on the fact that we now have thriving academic programs that 
are fitness-specific (not to mention the needs of all other college stakeholders), I think this 
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should be given some level of priority in the master planning process.  With our extant 
connections in the fitness industry, we can put something together at each campus at a fraction of 
the cost when compared to other institutions. 

There is not enough space in the Bookstore at the Grayslake Campus.  Every Semester we have 
to look for extra storage space for a limited time because other departments are in need of the 
same space.   

The location of the bookstore is inadequate because students shouldn’t have to get lost trying to 
find the Bookstore.  We offer a great service to the students, we need to be more visible to them. 

1. Student Services Building / Student Activities Spaces are Inadequate—YES!  This is much 
needed, and I’d agree with your comments from CEOC that an institution of our size should 
have a center.   

2. Building Appearance and Finishes are Outdated (Interior & Exterior)—Also agreed.  It’s 
almost embarrassing when bringing external visitors to the college in some instances.  I like 
the “feel” of the University Center, and would love if somehow CLC could replicate that.  I 
would add that special attention should be placed on bookstore and eating areas.  Having 
been to other colleges in the state (Moraine, Harper, ICC are coming to mind right off the 
bat), I remember coming back with bookstore and cafeteria envy! 

3. Aging Infrastructure—Classroom Space / Layout / Technology--need for the Adult Ed 
faculty to have their own space in the building 

4. Wayfinding / Signage / Information—I’ve been here for 11 years and STILL find myself 
having to look at the wall signs (and being confused) in the A and B wings!   

5. Lack of Parking and Access to Buildings—Particularly by the library!  Not AS bad for 
faculty/staff, but if you are a student or community member trying to use the library, you 
have a loooonnnng walk!   

6. No large “Multi-use” Assembly Space / Meeting Rooms—This one, in my opinion, could be 
higher on the list.  We have C003, which is unimpressive and T326 as our big meeting 
rooms.  C005 auditorium always seems cold and dark.  I like the lecture hall in Harper’s 
Avante Center…would love to have something like that at CLC.     

7. Lack of Primary Front Door and Poor Secondary Entries—Agreed…you can’t just say “Main 
Entrance” and be assured that someone will know which entrance you are talking about.   

8. PE Facilites Inadequate/ Bad Location / Underutilized—Also agreed.  Especially tough to 
want to walk out there and use the facilities in the winter.  Too bad there couldn’t be a 
covered walkway from the PE building that runs to the tech center.   

9. ADA Accessibility 
 
Our mission at the College of Lake County is to provide a high quality but economical education 
to our student body.  The top priority for our future planning should be the classroom experience.  
Retention of talented educators is key to this goal.  The college must dedicate future money to 
increasing the percentage of full-time faculty members and paying the part-time faculty a living 
wage.  Office space by faculty members could be greater utilized by sharing time around 
dedicated office hours.  This could accommodate greater faculty numbers in the same space.  
New building should be dedicated only to classroom space needs that cannot be met through 
creative scheduling of existing space. 
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Money should not be spent on freshening the facility.  Higher amenity costs have driven up 
tuition fees at many universities to the point of unaffordability.   Study space for students could 
be increased by limiting the amount of outside vendors coming to the facility and the space given 
to them.  Idle meeting and conference space could also be opened up to student use.  Current 
holiday vendors have taken up much of the study areas the students need for final preparations.  
Future vendor time could be restricted around mid-term and final periods.  New parking lots are 
unnecessary.  As the college is planning on becoming a sustainability center, we should 
encourage the use of public transportation, shuttle busses and carpooling.  Building more parking 
spaces discourages carpooling, wastes fuel and increases local pollution.  The design of our 
facility should reflect sustainable choices to demonstrate what is taught in the classrooms.  
HVAC design should reflect passive solar characteristics for winter heating and the use of lake 
water (where available) for building cooling. 
 
We have a wonderful opportunity to meet the future needs of our students.  Let’s provide them 
with the most cost-effective and sustainable experience that we can.  If we allow ourselves to 
think outside of our comfort zones, we can make this a reality. 
 

I would agree with the Steering Committee that #1 is the top priority:  

Student Services Building / Student Activities Spaces are Inadequate 

‐ One of the primary issues with activities in the main lobby was that the events were 
disturbing to the nearby classrooms.  

‐ Today, events held in the Atrium are disturbing to nearby offices and it’s right outside the 
Library and the Esper A. Peterson Reading Room which are supposed to be quiet study 
areas. 

‐ Students seem to be congregating around outlets so that they can plug in their laptops and 
other electronics. Some of them are even bringing their own power strips so they can 
accommodate their friends. 

‐ The student area by Lancers is not very pleasant. / Lancers is not very pleasant. 
‐ Other areas seem too small to accommodate activities. 
‐ Students are currently making their own places in inappropriate/inconvenient areas: 2nd floor 

Library wing near stairwell/elevator, overcrowding on atrium balcony obstructing walkways, 
practicing dance routines in the lower stairwell of Library wing, playing cards on stairwell 
landings, sitting on the stairs in the lobby, sleeping on a two-seat bench in the A-wing 
hallway, lying on the floor in different areas, etc. 

 
I would agree also that Aging Infrastructure is a top priority. 

 

One of the things I’ve noticed about committees at CLC is that they spend a lot of time to do the 
hard work of evaluating input/data to come up with recommendations, but when the 
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recommendations are presented, they do not include their rationale to support their conclusions. 
I think it would be helpful when committees share their recommendations that they also 
summarize the input/data/discussion that brought them to that recommendation. And, also, 
perhaps include how they believe that recommendation will impact the college best. 

 

My Grayslake comments:  Adult Education space needs to be moved into the main campus.  
Building 4 is beyond repair and presents many health hazards.  This needs to be number on the 
priority critical list.  No other division is asked to work in such  conditions.  No other students, 
staff, or faculty are treated as second class. 

Lakeshore Comments:  Security should be number one.  Entries that rodents are using to get in 
need to be sealed 

I completed the survey as well, but wanted to highlight separately a few necessary changes that 
must be completed at the Lakeshore campus.  The medical assisting program is desperately in 
need of designated lab space – we are currently utilizing the lecture classroom for lab and it’s 
just not sufficient.   We are making due, but it’s not a good situation.  All other CLC health care 
programs have specific lab space.  With the tremendous growth of the MOA program, I hope this 
is a high priority on the list.    

Also, parking at Lakeshore is horrible, especially in the winter.   Dave, I’d like to suggest you 
make a visit here sometime and see the circumstances - - it’s quite an embarrassment to the 
college.    

Are they planning on using any recycled materials? I know they’re supposed to make it LEED 
but that doesn’t mean using reused materials. 

They did a lousy job on the T-wing, I hope they actually are listening to our requests for this one! 

Having noisy classrooms from duct work IN the classroom is absolutely inexcusable and the 
classrooms better be smart & have LOTS of board room with boards NOT glued on but screwed 
on! 

No pillars in the classrooms. Rooms designed so that students can see ALL of the boards well: 
A111 is too wide: students can’t see the right board if they’re sitting in the left side of the room 
& vice versa. 

Boards should not be white-erase because the markers aren’t recyclable.  

 

If there are windows, we should be able to open them: often it’s more comfortable outside than 
in our buildings & opening windows would be beneficial. 
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Will the windows be bird friendly? Either something on the glass on the outside to destroy 
reflection or having them angled down. 

 

I was disturbed to see classroom space at #4, particularly behind “building appearance.”  I would 
hope that adequate classrooms and classroom space would be at the top of any campus master 
plan list. 

In addition, I don’t know why student services and student activities spaces are listed as one in 
the same.  I believe there is a need for improved student service spaces, but am not convinced 
that the need for student activity space should have the same priority.  To place student activities 
space over classroom space seems extremely distorted. 

While having additional space for student activities should be a priority, new classrooms and a 
parking facility are also an urgent need. 

Would it be possible to build a multi-use building that could house classrooms, labs, a 
cafeteria/lounge, and other student activity spaces?  Could a parking facility be built below-
ground, under this new facility? 

 

I’m disappointed that there are no plans for an Early Childhood Development Center.  (Have you 
seen the College of DuPage’s or Heartland College’s Early Childhood Centers. Wow –It takes 
my breath away.)   

So why do we need a new Child Development Center  at CLC?  Below are just a few of the 
major reasons.   

1.  We need to offer a model childcare program for Lake County. (Frankly, there are none too 
few in existence in Lake County, especially North Lake County)  

2. We talk a great deal about college readiness at CLC.   Well, it starts with early childhood.   
3. We need to open an infant-toddler program as no quality ones exist in northern Lake 

County. (The tech campus one is closing).  This will help to meet student and faculty needs.  
4. This model childcare program could provide quality care for the CLC community as well 

as the surrounding community.  
5. This program would directly benefit our early childhood program, elementary education 

program, secondary education program, psychology department, sociology department, 
PE department, art and music departments, nursing, and has the potential for almost 
any department to provide “hands-on experiences for their students.  Hmmm – you’re 
thinking this is a stretch.  Well, no it isn’t.  A few examples : The horticulture department 
could help children plant an edible garden.  The automotive department students could 
present information about automobiles and their inner workings. It would help the 
automotive students practice presentation skills – an important GELO. 
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6. This new early childhood center could be a cultural center of diversity – offering programs 

that include Head Start and Preschool for All.  
7. There are opportunities to apply for grants that would allow faculty and students to engage in 

active research regarding curriculum, child behavior, and other topics.    
8. AND FINALLY – The center could serve as a model of environmental education – an 

important initiative here at CLC.   
 

We all tend to have input and ideas regarding the conditions of our own little areas.  This means 
that some smaller areas may not have their voices heard as loudly in spite of their great need. 

Until today’s meeting, I had only thought about my area of the CLC world.  Once someone 
mentioned it however, I found it hard to believe that Building 4 never even made the top 10 list 
on the Master Plan.  Building 4 is fondly referred to as “the shanty”.  It is common knowledge 
that the building is run down, dilapidated, has climate control issues, and has rodent problems.  
Certainly an area that serves as many people as Adult Ed serves should have higher priority than 
“Signage”. 

I am not an instructor, but if there is such a shortage of classroom space that it’s resulting in 
courses being cancelled or students being turned away from full sections, then I’d vote for 
moving priority #4 (classroom space) up to #2 (building appearance and finishes) and vice versa. 

I believe that  most students, given the choice, would rather have an adequate number of 
workable classrooms (regardless of dated or current appearance) than have a shortage of 
classrooms.   Thinking back to my college years in Minnesota, some of the most rewarding 
classes took place in older classrooms. 

 

Grayslake Campus: 
 
Aging Infrastructure (the HVAC systems are outdated. A central power-plant would fix this and 
may lead to recapturing some space that could be used for storage) 
 
Lack of Parking and Access to Buildings (parking lots close to the buildings should be gated for 
security reasons) 
 
Lakeshore Campus: 
 
Lack of Classroom Space and Computer Labs (develop a multi-use lab area that could be used to 
offer introduction courses for career programs. Develop a career area like the model office to 
provide students with "a taste of career"  
 
No Food Service (work with local restaurants to provide lunch and dinner cart service [this 
would reinvest in the downtown area] 
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No Library (use the one down the street and spend the money on developmental services) 
 

I realize that saying this again at this time is too late, because decisions have already been made 
and the path previous administrations have chosen is to have three campuses.  Unfortunately, this 
has resulted in the problems we are facing financially with needing to create the same services on 
all three campuses.  Rather than having three campuses that serve the needs of the area residents, 
we have campuses that try to meet the needs, but cannot adequately do so.   

By continuing to divide the county into what ultimately are loose socio-economic boundaries, we 
further segregate the people in our county and offer insufficient academic classes, programs, and 
services.  Most of the people who want to take classes at Southlake or Lakeshore still have to 
come to Grayslake for many, if not most, of their classes.  By having to duplicate services—such 
as library, counseling, student activities, meeting rooms, food service—we dilute and diminish 
what we are able to offer at all of our campuses.   

Diversity, which is a big priority at CLC, could be greatly enhanced if we provided all of our 
classes and services at one campus.  I would rather bring all of Lake County together to learn 
from each other, be exposed to different viewpoints, lifestyles, and opinions, and grow together 
as opposed to trying to create equal campuses in three separate sections of our county.   While I 
have not done a cost analysis of this, I believe that we could have developed a state-of-the-art 
shuttle bus service that would run continually east/west and north/south for the cost of the 
buildings that we have built.  I still wonder if instead of developing and creating more expensive 
infrastructure (such as the projects on the master plan) it wouldn’t be cost-effective to think 
outside the box of the three campuses.  Use the buildings we currently have for a creative 
educational purpose, implement an effective/efficient campus transportation system across the 
county, and enhance the resources on our main campus where everyone can take advantage of 
and be an important part of Lake County’s learning community. 

I  agree that when we created the Lakeshore campus (a place I loved teaching in for over 20 
years) was 2 (de facto) segregated campuses. I know the motivations were pure, but with 
finances the way they are, one campus that includes our many diverse students in a more 
meaningful way than we have now is worth consideration and conversation.  

 

GLC 

• Building 4’s increasing deteriorating condition is making it unsafe; it’s already unsightly and 
cold. 

• AE needs increased dedicated classroom space so that it does not have to have classes in UC 
and HST on a regular basis 
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LSC—these need to be higher concerns:  

• Library 
• Increased classroom space 
• Unconnected buildings that lead to safety concerns because walks are icy and broken  
 

SLC 

The R building in general, not only HVAC and façade, needs improvement—the classroom 
space is dark and has older equipment 

Grayslake 

1. Student Services Building / Student Activities Spaces are Inadequate HIGH PRIORITY 

2. Building Appearance and Finishes are Outdated (Interior & Exterior) LOW PRIORITY (so 
goes my own home) 

3. Aging Infrastructure HIGH PRIORITY  

4. Classroom Space / Layout HIGH PRIORITY / Technology HIGH PRIORITY  

5. Wayfinding / Signage / Information HIGH PRIORITY  

6. Lack of Parking and Access to Buildings DON’T SEE THIS AS ISSUE 

7. No large “Multi-use” Assembly Space / Meeting Rooms REALLY? 

8. Lack of Primary Front Door and Poor Secondary Entries DON’T SEE THIS AS ISSUE  

9. PE Facilites Inadequate/ Bad Location / Underutilized DON’T SEE THIS AS ISSUE  

10. ADA Accessibility if we are preventing equal access, this is a PRIORITY 

Lakeshore 

1. Lack of Campus Image / Unattractive Environment HARSH! I really like this campus and 
its students; love the south bldg; give them all they’re due 

2. Disjointed Buildings / Wayfinding  TRUE! A PRIORITY 

3. Security hadn’t realized this was an issue; high priority if there’s a problem 

4. Lack of Student Space HIGH PRIORITY 
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5. Lack of Classroom Space and Computer Labs not sure 

6. Meeting Rooms / Community Access no opinion 

7. Parking  not a problem imo  

8. No Food Service HIGH PRIORITY 

9. Faculty Office Space HIGH PRIORITY  

10. No Library NOT a BIG ENOUGH LIBRARY  to serve campus 

Southlake 

1. Poor Science Labs high priority 

2. Update Older Building Finishes LOW priority unless lack of curb appeal prevents new 
enrollment 

3. No Student Space HIGH PRIORITY  (don’t we want students to stay on-campus)/ No 
Cafeteria HIGH PRIORITY  / Small Book Store 

4. Need Study Space probably and Outdoor Space really an issue?  

5. HVAC in R Building  don’t know 

6. Lack of Main Entrance so? Low priority 

7. No Public Media Screens signage/wayfinding is ALWAYS helpful but not an urgent 
priority (more than others ) 

8. ADA Accessibility make high priority if we’re not providing equal access 

9. Lack of Security in Parking Lot really? Low priority 

10. Parking really? Are we filled to capacity? Low priority  

As an adjunct faculty member of Adult Education, I am rather disappointed that there is nothing 
in the plan regarding building 4 at the Grayslake Campus.  You may not be aware of the 
condition of that building.  Issues such as outdated appearance is far from our reality.  For the 
last three weeks we have dealt with strong smells of natural gas, not to mention the usual rodent, 
mold/mildew, and HVAC problems.  Within the last few weeks, I have even had students report 
feeling sick due to the ventilation system dispersing natural gas smells.  Currently, facilities is 
working on the natural gas problem.  Nonetheless, working and learning in such conditions is 
difficult and dangerous to say the least.  I strongly feel that the students, staff, and faculty of 
Adult Ed deserve a safe environment in which to learn and work.  I realize you have put together 
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a plan already, but I hope, due to the seriousness of what has been happening in building 4, that 
this situation may find its way into the master plan.  Again, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide feedback. 

Grayslake Campus 

1      Student Services Building 

• Noise - Since noise from activities is a concern, perhaps it should be disconnected with a 
sheltered walk that connects it to the main buildings 

• Food– cafeteria could be in this building with access to outdoor areas for dining and to 
interface with outdoor activities 

• Services – since there is a concern regarding high activity areas interfering with quiet 
areas, perhaps services such as financial aid, advising, admissions, etc should stay in the 
current facilities 

•  Placing the counseling office in the student services building may increase accessibility 
and success for student life and academics due to it’s close proximity to the student life 
areas 

• Student Activities – student activities and student government offices may want to have a 
very public “front door” in the student services building to increase exposure, 
accessibility and student involvement in these student lead activities 

• Recreation – gaming and TV area may want to be provided  
• Study – an open social study area may want to be provided for.  This could also be 

realized as several smaller areas throughout the facility. 
• Fish bowl – perhaps an area that allows for direct public access for lectures or displays, 

much like the atrium.  This area could be part of a larger multi-use area discussed in #7 
below 

 

2    Building appearance 

• This issue may relate directly to number 8, Lack of Primary Front Door and Poor 
Secondary Entries 

• I have been talking with my students in the ARC program and this is an area that they do 
not feel that there is an issue.  In general, they are not dissatisfied with the interior or 
exterior appearance. 

 

3    Aging Infrastructure 
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• I am not sure exactly what this is in reference to.  I believe it is primarily the mechanical 

system.  Has there been a study to determine what the payoff would be if we moved to a 
central heating and cooling building and abandon the RTUs? 

 

4         Classroom Space/Layout/Technology 

• There is a need for more labs for the technology courses.  Some of this may be solved 
with better utilization, but even with better utilization, it seems that at least 2 more labs 
are needed for all of CAD, ARC, EGR, CIV, DFT. 

 

5         Wayfinding /Signage / Information 

• I have had this mentioned as an issue by most groups including; visitors, new students, 
existing students, parents. 

• I have heard of some success with the use of interactive LCD screens, perhaps located at 
each of the main building entrances for T, C and the main entrance.  These screens are 
multi media and can be used for wayfinding, signage and information. 

 

6    Lack of parking and access to buildings 

• None of my students or others I have talked to see this as a problem, they are satisfied 
with the available parking.   

• However, they are concerned of how new buildings may displace existing parking and 
make parking more difficult in the future. 

 

7    No large “Multi-use” Assembly Space / Meeting Rooms 

• The lounge, atrium and lower level C wing have some multi-use spaces.  The lobby of the 
performing arts building provides multi-use areas too.  The C wing auditorium and the 
performing arts building theaters have some flexibility for use as well.   

• I am not clear what exactly this concern is addressing – what function at CLC requires 
this large multi-use space? 

 

8    Lack of Primary Front Door and Poor Secondary Entries 

• My students have no issue with the main entrance, however, I have consistently received 
feedback from visitors and new students that they have difficulty identifying the main 
entrance or any other entrance and identifying the area to park in whey they want to be 
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near the main entrance.  Even though the “main entrance” is between D and the 
performing arts building, most users identify C as the main entrance. 

 

9              PE Facilities Inadequate / Bad Location/ Underutilized 

• It is clear that to make the PE facilities adequate, they would have to be replaced.  Due to 
the type of use, it may be prudent to include or provide planning so that it may be 
adjoined with the student services building 

• It is underutilized, and unless students feel that they “own” the PE building, they will be 
less likely to use it.   

• There is a national concern regarding the weight and health of our youth, in this climate, 
perhaps it is not good enough to just provide the facility.  CLC has an opportunity to 
design an environment that will directly influence student behavior and habits to being 
more healthy and including physical activity in there student lives. 

 

10  ADA Accessibility 

• This really should be the first priority since not providing accessibility disenfranchises a 
segment of our population.  However, this concern is undefined at this time.  Is this a 
$50,000 problem or a $500,000 problem?  Would it take 2 years or many more years to 
complete?  Can it be implemented in a “maintenance and replacement s” program, or 
does it involve more than this type of program can provide? 

 

 
Long term transportation in Lake County  
 
 
As an Adjunct, I see things from a slightly different perspective.  I see this because I instruct in 
the Business division, specifically Computer Information Technology classes.  All campuses 
must have of the computer infrastructure needed to support ALL the various divisions as well as 
classrooms, laboratories and offices.  While it is true that the remote sites can be connected back 
to the Main Grayslake Campus for user authentication, each of the CIT Classes and I know there 
are others besides CIT that use computers in the classroom settings, have to have the necessary 
equipment and software loaded to allow the students to get the best learning experience they can 
have. 
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As an example; let's say the Grayslake campus has 1000 desktops for students to use in 
laboratories and classrooms.  Those systems all need to have an Operating System and software 
necessary for the classes the students are attending. 

So, We have 1000 desktops at let's say $1,000 a piece             $1,000,000.00 

Operating System  approx Win 7 Enterprise $320 each                     3,200.00 

Windows Office Professional 2007 about same at OS                       3,200.00 

Total just for The AOS side of the Business Division                   $ 16,400.00  

 and some instruction on working with the Windows 7 Operating System. 

 With this being said, to have all three campuses setup the same we are looking at $49,200 just to 
have the ability to teach Windows 7, and a number of AOS Office Classes.  

 The above does not take into consideration the discount the college receives from having a 
Volume License Agreement with Microsoft, but still adds up, when you begin to include other 
software not listed here such as Microsoft Project,  Visual Basic, C++, Java, C#, Server 2008R2, 
VMWare for servers, the servers themselves, Cisco routers and switches, cabling all the 
necessary infrastructure needed to make the three campuses seem as one.  Working in the IT 
business, I can see the final total being $500,000+ when all is said and done, and I'm probably 
low on that estimate. 

 To me remote sites, mean just that, remote facilities that do not have the same functionality or 
offerings as a main campus.  To see my point, do the Universities that are located in the 
University Center  at the College of Lake County campus, offer the same classes as they do at 
their main campus.  My guess is they do not. 

 

 

I apologize, I must have missed the memo that said the development of the master plan was 
driven by finances. To my knowledge, there has not been any discussions in structuring the 
master plan that is built on the caveat of money being the driving factor. So I see the current 
discussion surrounding the financial impact of the college as it relates to campuses a poor 
premise as a building block for these discussions. I don’t want to write a treatise here but I do 
feel compelled to highlight 3 points. 

1) The concept of “lets ignore future infrastructure needs for the benefit of the present” is 
problematic in that the fiduciary role of the College is to have a quality, state of the art 
institution not only for students today but also for the next generation. The State of Illinois 
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has demonstrated that you cannot spend all of your money when it comes in but that you 
must have a sound financial plan for the future in able to provide even basic services. 

2) The concept that separate campuses are not necessary is an argument that does not stand on 
its own merit. Point one is the admission that many students in the Lakeshore service area 
come to Grayslake – you are right – apparently they need an education too. I agree with an 
earlier comment that students cannot receive all the services or courses at the distant 
campuses that can be found at Grayslake. This is not due to a fault of the physical plant of the 
distant campuses or even the “greatness” of the Grayslake campus but rather from the lack of 
“will” for individuals to provide the requisite services and classes. Point two concerning 
having only 1 campus; how are individuals that walk 10 blocks to get to the grocery store 
(sometimes pushing grocery carts through the snow) supposed to get to Grayslake? The 
socio-economics of the Lakeshore service area demonstrate that this population has less 
income, greater unemployment, less high school graduates, own fewer cars than the other 
respective campus service area. In essence, the people that are in the greatest need for 
education to transform their lives live in the Lakeshore service area. I support the existence 
of all three campuses – however, if one closes perhaps it needs to be the Grayslake campus 
so that we can be less snobbish and take education to those that need it most. 

3) Why aren’t any of these “blogs” focused on creating excellence in student learning and 
support but rather the discussion has focused on the needs and preferences of the faculty? My 
thought is that we make it easy and better for the students – faculty come second. I don’t 
remember hearing of any concerns about money (or the presumed lack of it) when we each 
accepted pay increases this past year. When students stop attending the distant campuses is 
when I will start to believe that a real need does not exist. 
 

 

Thank you for your defense of Lakeshore students. I’ve just been too busy to write as eloquently 
and fully as you have, but if we are a community college, we should be serving all of the 
community. Even with an easy, frequent shuttle service that does not exist (though I’d be 
delighted to see one), it would be difficult for many of my wonderful Lakeshore (and in past 
semesters, Southlake) students to have sufficient time in their lives to travel roundtrip to GLC for 
class. Please feel encouraged to come to LSC and SLC to meet the diverse students who come 
there.  

I am curious about how people are defining diverse populations and segregation.   Depending on 
how one defines diversity, you could argue that the all three of our campuses are diverse even 
though the demographics at each campus may differ.   It is sometimes challenging for students to 
get to and from the Grayslake Campus; a shuttle bus system might address some of the 
challenges.  However, unless buses can be available at most hours of the day, including 
weekends, students could spend as much as 2 hours getting to and from Grayslake from their 
homes.  Also, students often use the college campuses to study in the evenings and on the 
weekends. 
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I have taught at CLC for over 20 years as an adjunct and full time faculty at all three campuses 
and several off site locations. Our raison d'etre is to serve students where the need is greatest, not 
for our convenience.  There are many other Community College Systems (Wayne CC District, 
Detroit; City Colleges, Chicago; Maricopa CC, Phoenix, AZ; Miami Dade CC, FL) and a little 
closer to home,  Joliet Jr. College with 8 campuses + satellite sites.  These multi-campus 
institutions effectively serve all of their students’ needs. I’m sure we are smart enough and 
fiscally responsible enough to do the same. 

On the ICCB website, I found  a section that perhaps needs to be revisited?? “Of all 
postsecondary sectors, community colleges enroll by far the highest proportion of low income 
youth, particularly from urban centers; the highest proportion of legal immigrants seeking to 
develop their skills and expand their opportunities; and the highest proportion of minority groups 
who are under represented both at middle- and upper-income levels and in good jobs with career 
opportunities. Heading off the spread of poverty among these groups and reversing the 
growing disparity of wealth and income are among the most important tasks facing our 
nation. Community colleges are one of the keys to meeting these challenges.” [bold added] 

 

CLC has an obligation to serve the ENTIRE county, regardless of who chooses to teach or locate 
a program at a particular campus. Like Susanne, I invite you to come and meet my Lakeshore 
students. Then, you can tell me that they should have their opportunities taken away because 
they cannot adhere to the schedule, additional time, child care expense and cost of traveling 30 
minutes to GLK to take a class.  Then, you can tell me that the Eastern side of Lake County 
should be even further disadvantaged because CLC is choosing to ignore the reality that the 
Lakeshore Campus has had an impact and will have an impact in the future economy, support 
and growth of the people served there. 

I am incredibly disappointed that this email string even exists. I do however, believe that the 
entire campus community needs to be involved in the discussion. 

 

 

 

 

  

 


