
 

 

 

April 13, 2012 (Revised April 18, 2011) VIA Email 
 
 
Mr. Bruce Locke 
Capital Development Board 
James R. Thomson Center 
100 West Randolph Street, Suite 14+600 
Chicago, IL  60601+3283 
 
Re: Science Building Addition and Renovation Project 
  College of Lake County, Grayslake, IL 
 CDB Project Number:  810+056+025 
 Architect’s Project Number:  211001.00 
 Core Group Meeting Minutes 
 
Summary of a Core Group Meeting held at 11:00 am on Tuesday, April 10, 2012 at the College of Lake County.  
These notes record our understanding of items discussed and decisions made at this meeting.  Please notify us 
within seven (7) calendar days of any necessary additions or corrections. 
 
PERSONS IN ATTENDENCE 

 

Bruce Locke .................................................................................................................... Capital Development Board 
Ali O’Brien ..................................................  Assistant Vice President – Educational Affairs, College of Lake County 
Gary Morgan .................................................................................................... Dean EMPS, College of Lake County 
Ted Johnson ...........................................................................................  Facilities Director, College of Lake County 
Steve Dulmes................................................................. Instructor, Laser Photonics Optics, College of Lake County 
Denise Anastasio ..............................................................  Dean Biology & Health Science, College of Lake County 
Kristi Dameron ........................................................................................ Instructor, Biology, College of Lake County 
Sarah Florent ................................................................................... Biology Lab Specialist, College of Lake County 
David Wentzell ..................................................Biology & Health Science – Administration, College of Lake County 
Mark Coykendall ..................................................................................... Instructor, Biology, College of Lake County  

       Tara Simmons ................................................................. Instructor, Biology and Chemistry, College of Lake County 
  Arlene Santos+George ....................................................... Assistant Director for Ed Affairs, College of Lake County 
Burcin Moehring ........................................................................................................... Lab Planner, Legat Architects 
Scott Steingraeber ................................................................................................ Project Architect, Legat Architects 
Scot Parker ........................................................................................................... Project Manager, Legat Architects 
Steve Brubaker ............................................................................................................................................ Brubaker 

 
ITEMS DISCUSSED 
 

1. Steve presented several building strategies, one four stories tall plus a mechanical penthouse and one two 
stories plus penthouse.  The L+shaped building strategy presented last time has been dropped from 
consideration.  All strategies have been updated to respond to comments in the focus group meetings. 

 
a. The four+story building strategy (A) has the Chemistry labs divided between two floors.  The 

questions was raised, could the area currently planned as A and P labs be renovated into 
Chemistry to keep all labs on the same floor?  It is desirable to have all Chemistry labs on the 
same floor, although if they are not all connected to the prep room, the issue of transporting 



 

 

Science Building Addition and Renovation Project 
College of Lake County, Grayslake, IL 
CDB Project Number:  810+056+025 
Architect’s Project Number:  211001.00 
Core Group Meeting Minutes 
April 18, 2012…..Page 2 of 4 

 

chemicals through the corridors still exists.  If the College chooses to pursue the four+story building 
strategy, this idea may be considered further. 

 
b. The first and second floors should ideally align with the existing building floors, which are 14'+0" 

floor+to+floor.  Engineering will not have drop ceilings, and they require less ductwork than the other 
labs, so in the four+story building strategy, it appears this will work fine 

 
c. Future expansion needs to be considered in the design, especially with respect to the geothermal 

field location.  
 

d. The idea was raised that if the labs in the new building were north of the main corridor, some 
portion of the second floor corridor around the A and P labs could be reclaimed as usable space. 
The labs were placed on the south side of the main corridor to allow the possibility of achieving the 
daylighting LEED credits. 

 
e. Building strategy A includes a small green roof at the east end of the second floor. 

 
f. The two+story building strategy (B) includes Engineering and Micro+Biology on the first floor.  Micro+

Biology may need more clearance for mechanical ductwork, so the floor+to+floor might need to 
increase to 16'+0".  If the College selects the two+story building strategy, Legat will review 
ventilation options for keeping the floor+to+floor at 14'+0". 

 
g. The Micro+Biology Labs produce a number of smells, which could be an issue with the labs being 

on the ground level near the entrances.  Also, they work with pathogens, which require extra 
consideration to avoid public contact.  If these items can be addressed with the ventilation system, 
keeping them on the first floor might be possible. 

 
h. Building strategy C is a variation of building strategy B, but it includes a larger lab for Organic 

Chemistry, per the request of the focus group.  The chemistry faculty has also requested some 
additional area in a second lab for additional equipment used for more complicated experiments for 
CHM 123. 

 
i. Building strategies D and E are variations of building strategy C that splays the east end of the 

building to make it more prominent. 
 

j. With both building strategies, truck access to the loading dock at the Performing Arts building is 
similar.  Legat will review turning radii to develop driveways to provide adequate access to the 
dock. 

 
k. Engineering had requested a classroom space be added to their lab area. The current layout now 

includes this classroom, but it has been carved out of the lab areas.  Access to the laser labs uses 
some square footage for access.  Legat will consider other configurations to make more efficient 
use of the space. 
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l. The Engineering Faculty finds all strategies acceptable with a slight, preference for strategy A 
since their identity would be strengthened by having the first floor entirely dedicated to them. 
 

m. The two+story building strategy (B) seems to be preferred for Chemistry, so all labs are on the 
same floor. 

 
n. The geothermal field is shown around the new addition, but the final location needs to be 

determined.  Having it close to the building could prevent future expansion opportunities, but there 
will certainly be open spaces around the building.  Putting the field some reasonable distance away 
will add some piping costs, but this is not significant. 

 
o. The current design includes (4) two+person offices, with one office shared between Chemistry and 

Engineering.  Engineering has asked for two offices dedicated to them, which would leave one 
extra Chemistry faculty member needing a space.  CLC needs to reconcile this. 

 
2. Legat engineer, AEI, is preparing a revised energy model to include a geothermal system, which should get 

us some additional LEED credits for energy performance.  Without the system, we’re only achieving 10 
credits.  For platinum we were targeting 14. 
 

3. It’s early in the design, but it appears the cooling load will exceed the heating load.  If the amount of heat 
being delivered to the ground exceeds the amount of heat being taken back out in the winter, the 
geothermal field will lose its effectiveness as it becomes overheated.   Therefore, a hybrid system may be 
needed.  This system uses a cooling tower so the energy delivered into and taken out of the ground is 
balanced. 
 

4. Schedule: 
 

a. Legat is completing the Program Analysis/ Schematic Design document later this month.  The 
document will include sketches of several of the building strategies that have been studied, along 
with pros and cons and cost information. 
 

b. Following the completion of this document, there will need to be discussion about the costs and the 
design options, so the ultimate direction of the project can be determined. 
 

c. Future focus group meetings will be scheduled in May as we move into the Design Development 
phase.  A focus group specific to the prep spaces needs to be established.  The group will include 
Dave Wentzell and Sarah Florent plus a faculty member from Chemistry and Biology. 

 
5. In the existing chemistry lab area, the original plan called for 6 standard classrooms.  Based on March 2nd 

focus group meeting, the plan has been revised to include two 56 student classrooms, three standard 
classrooms, and several small group study rooms.  CLC's standard is 32 students.  Legat will send out the 
revised plan.  Ali indicated a desire to integrate the planning of this area into the overall campus 
modernization efforts as CLC looks are classrooms throughout the campus. 
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Thank you. 
 
Sincerely,  
Legat Architects, Inc. 
 

 
 
Scot Parker AIA LEED AP BD+C 
 
 
SP/MM 

 
ATTACHMENTS none. 
 
 

CC Jeff Sronkoski 
       File:211001.00B3 
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