
• Basic Algebra Readiness is a requirement for many CLC courses.  If you have demonstrated Basic Algebra Readiness
through other means (high school rank, ACT score, etc.), you may choose to take the Math Placement Test (APT) to
try to place into a higher level math course.  Further information about meeting the Basic Algebra Readiness
requirement is available on the CLC website (search “Basic Algebra Readiness”)

• Students planning to enroll in CLC math courses and unable to demonstrate Basic Algebra Readiness through other
means are required to take the Math Placement Test (APT) to determine initial math placement.  This is also true for
some non-math courses.  See course requirements online or the current course catalog.

• The Math Placement Test (APT) is available at no cost for students who have applied to CLC.  The test is available on 
a walk-in basis at the Grayslake Testing Center, located in room B150 at the Grayslake Campus, phone (847) 543- 
2076.  The Math Placement Test (APT) is also available at Lakeshore Testing Center (847) 543-2120 and Southlake 
Testing Center (847) 543-6544. Testing hours at each campus vary throughout the year.  If you plan to test on a 
Friday/Saturday or during the summer, please check our hours via our web calendar (search "testing" on the CLC 
website), or call/stop by to be sure testing will be available when you plan to arrive on campus.

• The Math Placement Test (APT) is an adaptive, computerized, multiple-choice test. The test is not timed, but
generally takes about one hour.  Test takers will be provided with scratch paper.  Handheld calculators are not
allowed, but the testing software provides a pop-up calculator for some questions.

• There are two things you can do to increase your level of success on this test:
1) Review and study before taking the test.  The exam begins with Basic Algebra and then moves to either 

Arithmetic or College Level Math.  Free practice questions/answers are available online at the Accuplacer 
website, located at https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students.  Study guides are also available at the 
Testing Center, the Counseling/Advising Center and on the CLC website (search “Math Placement”).  Studying 
before the test could save you from an entire semester of math.  It’s worth it.

2) Take your time on the test!  The test is untimed, so you may work at your own pace.  Work out the problem on 
the scratch paper; check your answer with the calculator (when available); carefully make your choice on 
the computer.

• Scores are generated at the end of the Math Placement Test (APT).  When you complete your test, Testing Center
staff will briefly outline course placement options based on the score received.  For further information about
course placement, students are encouraged to talk with a CLC advisor or math advisor to make an appropriate
course selection.

• Students who have demonstrated Basic Algebra Readiness may take the Math Placement Test twice in a 12 month
period, but must wait for a period of two days (48 hours) before retesting.   Students who have not demonstrated
Basic Algebra Readiness after testing should contact CLC’s Counseling/Advising Center to determine next steps.

• In order to test, students must provide current government-issued photo ID and a CLC ID number.

• This is an adaptive test, meaning questions are chosen for each student on the basis of previously answered
questions.  This testing method allows the computer to provide questions that are neither too easy nor too hard
while limiting the test to the smallest possible number of questions.  As a result, each student will be given different
questions.  Make sure you carefully select the appropriate answer for each question because (unlike some other
exams), you cannot go back and change your answer once it has been submitted.

• No computer knowledge is required to take the test.  On-screen instructions will guide you through each step of
the test.

• On the reverse side are a few sample questions intended to familiarize students with the format the Math 
Placement Test (APT) questions will follow.  Study guides designed to prepare for placement into particular CLC 
courses are available on the CLC website (search “math placement”) and at all campus Testing Centers.
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MATH PLACEMENT TEST SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

There are three basic types of questions on the Math Placement Test (APT):  Computational, Conceptual, and 
Application.  Computational questions involve working out a computation on scratch paper and picking the correct 
answer from the screen.  Conceptual questions will require you to pick an answer from the screen that meets certain 
requirements.  Application questions often require background knowledge, such as common formulas or conversions.   

1. Examples of computational questions:

A. 2.04 x 3.3 =   (choose one) 67.32 6732 6.732 .6732 

B. =
5
1   +   

4
3

   (choose one)  
20
4

9
4

10
9

20
19

Explanation: Knowing the appropriate method to work these computation questions is important.  Most  
questions will involve adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing both decimal numbers and fractions. 

2. Examples of conceptual questions:

A. Which fraction is the largest?   (choose one) 
4
3

5
4

8
7

4
5

B. Which of the following is not a correct version of expressing 30 percent? (choose one) 

30% .3 3000 
100
30

Explanation:  Recognizing equivalent forms of decimals, fractions, and percents is important. Some questions will 
require an estimate. 

3. Examples of application questions:

A. You have 5 pounds and 10 ounces of laundry.  Your washer has a capacity of 7 pounds.  
How many more ounces of laundry would you need to make a full load? (choose one) 

22 ounces  30.4 ounces  1.9 ounces  1.6 ounces 

B. If 30 is 20 percent of a number, then the number is what percent of 30? (choose one) 

20% 30% 200% 500% 

Explanation:  Application questions often require a formula.  Knowing the formulas for percent problems, 
perimeter and area, and being able to convert units of measure are important. 

Further Resources for Math Placement Test (APT) Preparation 
• Any Arithmetic or Pre-Algebra text may serve as an aid in reviewing these topics. For assistance in finding study

resources, please see links below or contact the Math Center at CLC, located in the L132, phone (847) 543-2449. 

• The following websites may serve as an aid in reviewing mathematics for the Math Placement (APT) test:

URL Description 
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/students Practice questions/further test info 
http://www.clcillinois.edu/programs/mth/getting-started/math-placement Practice questions/study materials/links 
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