
Training Tomorrow's 
Healthcare Heroes



How can I benefit from How can I benefit from 
the PATH program?the PATH program?
Through a generous grant from the state 
of Illinois, CLC is providing healthcare 
students with money for tuition, books, 
equipment and cost-of-living expenses. 
Students also have access to other CLC 
resources such as program-specific 
tutoring, free loaner laptops, Wi-Fi 
hotspots and more. 

What do I need to do What do I need to do 
to apply?to apply?
Nothing! Just by enrolling in any eligible 
healthcare programs, you’ll automatically 
qualify for PATH. There is no need to apply 
for funds. 

With a growing demand for healthcare workers, the state of Illinois turned to 
community colleges to quickly get trained workers into the field. PATH provides you 
with financial support to help pay for educational and living expenses. Lake County needs 
more high-skill workers like you. Help rebuild our local healthcare workforce in a more 
equitable and diverse way by being part of the solution.

What programs are part of PATH?What programs are part of PATH?
Eligible programs include both certificate programs and 
associate degree programs.

Scan this QR code for a current list of eligible programs:

The PathPath to 
Better Care::

Training 
Tomorrow’s 
Healthcare 
Heroes
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Food Service Aide

Radiologic Technologist

Surgical Technologist

TItusTItus

LucasLucas

Alana
Alana



3



4

Five more hours, 
Lucas.. I’m beat..

I’m just getting 
started, Alana..

Of course you are. You’re 
young and not growing a 

human inside of you..

How much longer 
until your due date?

12 weeks, if 
all goes as 
planned..

Hey 
Guys!
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Titus, why 
are you still 

here?

I mean, you finished 
school.. How long have 
you been working here?

Two years..

Exactly.. You said 
you’d move on after 

graduating......

What would you 
rather be doing?

Besides
minecraft..

My shift 
ends at 8..
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When I was a kid, my dad had 
his hand crushed while at 
work.. It was bad and he needed 
surgery.. trying to talk to the 
doctor was hard for him, since 
his English was pretty rusty..

I’m not 
really sure.. .. . .

How do you 
even know?

I knew 
pretty 

early on......

 That’s when I decided 
I wanted to work in 
healthcare.. When I 
finished high school,,  
I jumped right 
into the 
surgical tech 
program at 
CLC and here 
I am now.. 

He couldn’t understand how 
bad his injury was because he 

only had me as a translator.. I 
was just a kid.. I knew then 

that there were others 

like my dad and me ..
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But when corporate 
decided to close up shop, I 
decided I needed better job 
security. I wanted to start 
a family with Frank and 
we wanted to buy a house.. 

I knew much later. 
Did You know I used to 
manage a shoe store? 
I loved it..  I liked my 
customers and I loved 
the shoes- I might have 
spent too much of my 
paycheck there..

I figured they’re 
always going to need 
healthcare workers.. 
So I started taking 
classes at CLC ..

 first, I earned my 
associate degree in 
Medical Imaging.. 

then I decided to 
go for another 
certificate so 
I can work as 
an MRI Tech,, 
and here I 
am today.. I’m 
proud of the 

work I do..  
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I think what you 
guys do is cool.. You’re 
helping people.. You’re 
making a difference..

Plus, I know what 
I’m doing.. I just wish 

they’d let us put 
out a tip jar.. 

I thought you 
wanted to be

a nurse? 

I like the idea of 
being a nurse.. I don’t 

love the idea of 
more school . . .  . . .  

What’s wrong
   with school?  

I like this job because 
I feel like I’m helping 

people out, too..
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Nothing’s wrong with school.. .. . . 
I just don’t know if more of it is for me..  

COVID-19 Death toll in the U.S. 

surpasses 100,000



10

I struggled in 
high school, too..

The focus was more than just 
getting me down a stage on 
graduation day.. They had all 
sorts of people and resources 
to help me along.. 

I did too, but college 
was different..

How?  

I went to CLC.. They wanted 
me to succeed, you know?
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If I was hungry, I could go to the S..H..A..R..E.. Market 
to get snacks, or even school supplies.. When my hours 

were cut at the store, the Career center helped me find 
a paid student worker job..

Hey! You told me 
that you almost 
failed a class!

My advisor saw that I had an overloaded 
schedule and helped me build a better one for 

the next semester.. My professor also put me in 
touch with a tutor.. I’m telling you, they will 

get you through the program. .   

They helped me 
then, too!
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yeah! 
go to CLC ..  the 
PATH program 
makes It super 

affordable!

Go to CLC!

more students and 
families are relying on 

loans to pursue higher 
education, and the total 
student loan debt keeps 
growing....

Eh... ... College is too 
expensive anyway. . and I 
don’t want to get stuck 
with student loan debt. .  

Students
Drowning 
in Debt

tonight 

at nine. ... ..
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What’s PathPath?

   The Pipeline for the Advancement of the Healthcare 
Workforce Program or PATH gives students enrolled in eligible 
programs money to pay for tuition, books, uniforms, technology 
and other essential costs. 
   Here in Lake County, we need a lot of people in the 
healthcare field, and we’re facing an even bigger worker 
shortage on the horizon. That’s why the state of Illinois turned to 
community colleges to quickly get workers trained into exciting 
careers in healthcare. Since Lake County has a vast healthcare 
system, there are a lot of opportunities for graduates to find 
jobs close to home.

- Biological and Health 
Sciences Dean Jeet Saini

If there was a financial barrier 
for anyone to pursue these 
programs, it's no longer there.. 
This program gives a generous, 
all-around financial package 
to somebody who wants to get 
a job in healthcare..  
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Yeah, and I want someone who 
LITERALLYLITERALLY understands me- or 
my dad. . Someone who speaks our 
language or can help my family 
when we need it..

and look, the healthcare field 
needs diversity.. Our community 
needs to see itself represented 
in these halls.. I know I want 
someone who understands me to 
also treat me.. 

Black mothers have 
3x higher maternal 
mortality and 2x higher 
morbidity than white 
mothers.2

maternal 
HealthWhen medical providers do not have the language 

skills needed to properly serve the community, patients 
suffer. Non-native English speakers exhibit a lower 
rate of return for follow-up visits, resulting in poorer 
health outcomes.1  As the number of non-native English 
speakers living in the U.S. increases, the need for bilingual 
medical staff becomes more essential.

Words Matter

1 Server, J., & Baker, D. W., “Effect of language barriers on follow-up appointments after an emergency department visit” Journal 
of General Internal Medicine, 2000
2 Gianna Melillo, “Racial Disparities Persist in Maternal Morbidity, Mortality and Infant Health,” AJMC, June 13, 2020.
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When healthcare providers lack cultural 
understanding of certain populations, 
quality of care is negatively affected. 

Conscious and unconscious biases are 
influenced by language, racial and cultural 
differences between the healthcare 
provider and patient. There are studies 
that show that bias can lead to under or 
misdiagnosis of mental health conditions 
in patients that are racially or ethnically 
different than their healthcare providers.3 

Provider bias & 
inequality of care

Evidence suggests that the zip 
code in which you reside is a 
key social determinant of health. 
Access to quality care, doctors, 
healthy food and safe and 
affordable housing all affect 
the care one receives in these 
zip codes.7 

zip Code

These long-standing factors impact 
access to care and the kind of care 
received when oppressed and 
marginalized populations seek services.
In fact, a recent study found that white 
Americans receive a disproportionate 
share of U.S. healthcare dollars when 
compared to those who identify as 
Black, Asian or Hispanic.4 In addition, 
Black patients have historically, and 
continue to be, negatively affected by 
prejudice and discrimination in the U.S. 
healthcare system.5

Structural racism
& Discrimination

A lack of trust between 
communities and providers can 
lead to an avoidance in seeking 
healthcare when needed, especially 
preventative healthcare. 
A recent study showed that Black 
patients saw 12% more spending in 
the emergency room, and 26% less 
spending on outpatient care than 
the average person.6

Lack of 
preventive care

3 Ani Turner,  “The Business Case For Racial Equity: A Strategy  
For Growth”,  Altarum/W. K. Kellogg Foundation, July 24, 2018.
4, 6 Katie Jennings, “White Americans Receive Greater Share of 
U.S. Healthcare Dollars, Study Finds,” Forbes, Aug. 17, 2021.
5 “Identity and Cultural Dimensions: Black/African American,” 
Your Journey, National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).

7Graham G. N. , “Why Your ZIP Code Matters More Than 
Your Genetic Code: Promoting Healthy Outcomes from 
Mother to Child.” Breastfeeding medicine: the official journal 
of the Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine, 2016
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One thing about the pandemic, it gave us an opportunity to rebuild 
the healthcare industry, so this time it includes the folks who were 
left out before..

We can make the workplace better, so we can treat our community 
better. That’s not an opportunity that comes along all the time..
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Job offer- Rn positionJob offer- Rn position
we are very happy to inform you 
that you have been selected to 
work as a nurse!
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Registered Nurse

TitusTitus
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Two years later...

Welp. . .. . .
time to get back to it..  
This student loan debt 
isn’t going to pay itself..  
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Titus,  
I’m glad 

you’re here..

Just kidding! 
I have no student 

loan debt.. 

so am I! 
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GRAYSLAKE CAMPUS   
19351 W. Washington St. 

WAUKEGAN CAMPUS (LAKESHORE)  
33 N. Genesee St. 

VERNON HILLS CAMPUS (SOUTHLAKE)  
1120 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY CENTER  
7735 Grand Ave., Gurnee 

ONLINE 
www.clcillinois.edu/online

Prospective students can call 
(847) 543-2090


